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Useful links for the Linguaskill test

You can access these links for more information and do practice tests online:

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/linguaskill/

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/linguaskill/information-about-the-test/practice-materials/

The practice tests under the section Linguaskill General and Business practice tests are divided into Elementary, 
Intermediate and Advanced. They are not adaptive and don’t give you a level. They have an answer key with 
a score and they offer useful information about why an answer is correct or not. They give you practice of the 
question types you have seen in this information booklet.

The free online sample tests do not give a score or save answers. The Listening and Reading test is shorter than 
a real online Linguaskill test.

https://writeandimprove.com

https://speakandimprove.com

Write and Improve and Speak and Improve are free online tools to help you practise and develop these skills for 
tests like Linguaskill or any other exams you are taking.

Cambridge University Press
www.cambridge.org/elt

Cambridge Assessment English
www.cambridgeenglish.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108885256

© Cambridge University Press and Cambridge Assessment 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
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Printed in Poland by Opolgraf
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and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate. Information regarding prices, travel timetables, and other
factual information given in this work is correct at the time of first printing but
the publishers do not guarantee the accuracy of such information thereafter.
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What is Cambridge Assessment English Linguaskill?

Cambridge Assessment English Linguaskill is an online test which checks your level of English as an individual or 
as a group of people. It has different modules and it tests reading, listening, writing and speaking. As the test is 
modular it means you or an organisation (your workplace or study centre) can choose which of the four areas 
you want to test to fi nd out your level of English. For example, you can test all four main skills or only one or 
two of them. 

There are two test options: General and Business. You can choose the type of test you take based on your English 
needs or objectives. (See Test options, page 5.)

Where and when can I take Linguaskill?

Linguaskill is fl exible so you can take it at any time and at any place with an organisation that administers the test. 
To take the test you need a computer, an internet connection, a microphone and a set of headphones.
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What is the test format and approximate time 
for each module?

Listening and Reading are tested together in 
one module. This part of the test is adaptive. The 
computer will adapt the questions to what you can 
do in order to evaluate your level of English. This 
means that the questions you answer will become 
easier or more diffi cult based on the answer you 
gave to a question you answered before. 

Test format

Reading and Listening (combined) 

60–85 minutes approximately

Writing 

45 minutes

Speaking 

15 minutes approximately

Test options

General English
This tests English in daily life and topics may include 
studying, future plans, travel, technology and work. 
You don’t need to know any specific language about 
the world of work or business. If you are a general 
English student or planning to study at university, 
this test is the best option for you.

Business English
This tests English in a business context and topics may 
include buying and selling different products or services, 
situations in the offi ce, business travel and human 
resources, etc. If you are going to apply for a specifi c 
job or you are already working and your company/
organisation wants to test your level of English, this test 
is the best option for you.



For more information about the CEFR go to https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/cefr/

How is the test graded and how do I get my results?

Score CEFR

180+ C1 or above

160–179 B2

140–159 B1

120–139 A2

100–119 A1

82–99 Below A1

Linguaskill gives you fast and accurate results. You can 
get your results for the Listening and Reading module 
as soon as you fi nish the test and results for all other 
modules within 48 hours – although in most cases it 
will be sooner than this. 

Instead of a printed certifi cate you will get a Test 
Report Form which is generated automatically. You 
may also see your results directly online if the place or 
institution where you take the test authorises this.

Linguaskill uses the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR) to give you a grade 
from A1 or below to C1 or above. The CEFR is an 
international standard that helps you to understand 
your ability, or what you can do, in a language. You 
can compare your Linguaskill results to international 
standards. Each CEFR level is linked to test scores in 
the Linguaskill test.

For more information about the CEFR go to https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/cefr/https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/cefr/
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The Test Report Form shows:

For more information about test results and an example of  
a Test Report Form or a Group Report go to 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/linguaskill/
information-about-the-test/how-results-are-presented/

which test you took: 
General English or 
Business English

an average 
Cambridge English 
scale number score, 
linked to a CEFR 
level, if you take 
more than one test 
module

a score and CEFR 
level for each 
module of the test. 
There is also a 
general description 
of what you can do 
based on the CEFR

1

2

3

Can exchange views on familiar 
topics, accounting for and sustaining 
opinions. Can present clear, detailed 
descriptions on a wide range of 
topics with a degree of fluency and 
spontaneity.

a CEFR description of what you can do for each 
skill (Reading, Listening, Writing, Speaking) 
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What is the format of each test module  
and what questions or tasks are there?

  Listening and Reading
This is an adaptive test so the tasks don’t come in a specific order. 

Time: There is no fixed time for this module but it may take between 60 and 85 minutes. The test will finish when 
you have answered enough questions for the computer to identify your English level.

Listening
This part of the test consists of short and longer recordings. You can hear each recording twice. 

Example questions/tasks

	 Listen to different short recordings. For each question, choose one correct option. There are three different 
options for each question.

	 Listen to a longer recording. Choose one correct option for each question. The questions are in the same order 
as the recording.

Reading
This part of the test has short and longer reading texts. You need to understand the texts to answer the questions. 

There are also some texts to complete with missing words. This tests you on language structures in a text, for 
example: verbs and tenses, different parts of speech (nouns, adjectives, adverbs, etc), words which connect with 
others (prepositions), words which connect sentences together, etc.

Example questions/tasks

	 Read a notice, diagram, label, note, email. Choose the sentence or phrase which gives the best meaning of the 
text. There is one question with three possible answers.

	 Read sentences with one missing word. Choose the correct word to complete the gap. There are four different 
options to choose from for each question.

	 Read a short text with gaps. Choose the correct word or phrase to complete the gaps. There are four different 
options to choose from for each question.

	 Read a short text with gaps. Complete the gaps with one word.

	 Read a longer text. Choose the correct option to answer the questions. The questions are in the same order as 
the text.
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  Writing
Write your answers into the answer text box on the screen. Your marks are generated automatically and you are 
guaranteed to get your result within 48 hours. Your overall mark is a combination of your marks for Parts 1 and 2.

Time: 45 minutes

Example questions/tasks

Part 1

Read a short email. Use the information in the text and the three main points to write an email of a minimum of 
50 words. Spend about 15 minutes on this part.

Part 2

Read a short text giving you a situation or context and three main points. Use the information and the three 
points to write an answer of a minimum of 180 words. For Linguaskill General, this piece of writing may be a 
review or an article. For Linguaskill Business, it could be a report or a letter. Spend about 30 minutes on this part.

  Speaking
There are five parts to the Speaking module. You will see some questions on the screen or hear them through headphones. 
A timer on the screen will show you how long you have to answer questions. In some parts you have time to think and 
prepare. The computer records your answers and you get your results within 48 hours. Each part is 20% of your final mark.

Time: 15 minutes

Example questions/tasks

Part 1

Answer eight questions about yourself. You will hear the questions. For questions 1–4 you have ten seconds to 
speak. For questions 5–8 you have 20 seconds to speak. The first two questions aren’t marked/graded. In this part 
you will talk about yourself, your personal experiences, interests, studies or work, future plans, etc.

Part 2

Read eight sentences on the screen. The sentences appear on the screen one by one and you have ten seconds to 
read each sentence aloud. This part tests pronunciation, including stress, rhythm and intonation.

Part 3

Talk for one minute about a topic. On the screen you can see the topic and three main points to help or guide you. 
You have 40 seconds to think and prepare before you speak.

Part 4

Talk for one minute about one or more graphics on screen. The graphic may be a chart, a diagram, a process or 
some information. It stays on the screen when you record your answer. You have one minute to think and prepare. 
In this part you may need to describe things, compare and contrast things or make recommendations about things.

Part 5

Answer five questions about a topic. You have 40 seconds to read the task explaining the topic and giving you key 
points on what the questions will be about. You hear the questions and have 20 seconds to answer each question. 
In this part you need to describe things, give opinions, explain your ideas and give examples to support your ideas.



Linguaskill in the future

Cambridge Assessment English is part of the University of Cambridge and many different institutions and 
organisations recognise its English language exams around the world. Experts study and update the exams and 
qualifications regularly because they want to give learners and exam takers the best opportunities to do well 
with their English.

The three modules of Linguaskill (Listening and Reading, Writing, and Speaking) will become four modules in the 
future and the format will be:

Use of English
This will test grammatical structures and vocabulary. It will 
be adaptive and the types of questions will be similar to the 
more grammatical ones in the reading part of the Listening 
and Reading module, e.g. completing sentences with a 
word or phrase, or choosing the correct option to complete 
a text, etc.

Listening and Reading
This will test your understanding of reading and recorded 
texts with comprehension questions, e.g. choose the 
correct answer from a choice of three options.

Writing
There will be one question. The style of writing 
will be similar to the existing Writing module, 
e.g. emails, reports, letters.

Speaking
The format and different parts will be similar to 
the existing Speaking module.
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Preparing for and taking Linguaskill

Key points to remember: General

	 Make sure you know about the test format.

	 How many modules are you taking? 

	 What do they test? 

	 How many parts are there in a specific module,  
e.g. Speaking or Writing? 

	 What types of questions are there? 

	 How much time do you have for each module,  
e.g. Speaking or Writing? 

	 Do you have any time to think and prepare? 

	 Check you know about the timing for each 
module or part of a test, e.g. Speaking and Writing.

	 There is a clock on the computer screen which 
shows you how much time you have for some 
modules.

	 If the test module doesn’t have a fixed time (e.g. 
the Listening and Reading module), check if the 
place where you take the test will set a time on the 
computer screen. Find out before you take the test!

	 Read all the instructions for each part of the 
test carefully. They are there to help you.

	 Use any online resources to practise taking 
the test modules before you take the real 
test. This will help you to become familiar 
with the test and questions in each part. 
(See Useful links for the Linguaskill test 
on page 2 for more information.)

	 Try to answer all the questions and make a 
guess, even if you aren’t sure.

	 Try to write and speak as much as you can 
in the time you have in the Writing and 
Speaking modules.


